
 
 

ASA-IM JAPAN HOSTS 25TH SOYBEAN QUALITY OUTLOOK CONFERENCE 
 
 
 The 2009 Soybean Quality Outlook Team to Japan included Grower-Leader and USSEC 
Treasurer Danny Murphy; High Quest Partners Managing Director Philippe de Laperouse; 
University of Minnesota Associate Professor Dr. Seth Naeve, USSEC CEO Miguel Escobar and 
Marketing Manager Greg Olwig who were in Japan to participate in the 25th U.S. Soybean 
Quality Conference, industry meetings, crushing industry and trade associations, technical 
experts, ASA-IM Japan press conference, and  visit to Nisshin OilliO in Isogo. 
 
 The 25th Edition of the Soybean Quality Outlook Conference was successfully held at the 
Grand Prince Hotel Akasaka with a capacity audience of 280 Japanese Soybean Complex 
participants including crushers, traders, wholesalers, researchers, soy food manufacturers, 
media, MAFF and USDA/FAS officials.  Due to the delayed harvest this year the level of interest 
in the new crop was extraordinarily high!   CEO Escobar expressed appreciation for the long 
and important trading relationship the U. S. enjoys with Japan.  FAS Minister Counselor 
Geoffrey Wiggin stressed that soybeans are one of the most important agricultural exports for 
the U.S. and proudly he participated in the very first Soybean Quality Outlook Conference 25 
years earlier saying that while times had changed the conference continued to be relevant and 
of importance for the Japanese Soybean Complex and US Soybean suppliers.    
 
 USSEC Treasurer Murphy provided a growerôs perspective on the 2009 soybean crop; 
High Quest Partner de Laperouse discussed near-term expectations and long-term global 
oilseed-soybean trends, and MAFF Deputy Director Ms. Chie Shindo gave an overview of the 
Japanese soybean supply and demand situation.  The conference concluded with the results of 
the 2009 crop quality survey for commodity and food grade soybeans presented by Dr. Seth 
Naeve to a full house where participants welcomed news of higher protein content this year.   
 
 Many participants in Japan commented that the information provided this year was 
extremely useful-informative as reliable new soybean crop quality information was not available 
due to the delayed harvest.  Customers continue to appreciate hearing first-hand from growers 
and experts the unbiased facts about the U.S. soybean production situation. 
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Danny Murphy answers a question at the JOPA/JOFIEA Meeting November 18, 2009 in Tokyo!  
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Nov. 18, 2009 Press Conference - CEO Escobar, Ag Attache Wixom, & CD Brabant  
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25th U.S. Soybean Quality Outlook Conference at Grand Prince Hotel Akasaka November 19, 2009 

 


